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Transport Decision Tree

Appendix F

IS THIS ANIMAL FIT FOR TRANSPORT? LOAD HEALTHY, 
SOUND ANIMALS

UNFIT OR COMPROMISED?

YES
NO

UNFIT ANIMALS
DO NOT TRANSPORT EXCEPT FOR VETERINARY CARE 

ON THE ADVICE OF A VETERINARIAN
• Non-ambulatory
• Fracture impeding mobility or causing pain
• Lameness with signs of pain and halted movement, or cannot walk on all of its legs
• Fever or signs of hypothermia or hyperthermia
• In shock or dying
• Prolapsed uterus or a severe rectal or vaginal prolapse
• Signs of a generalized nervous system disorder
• Laboured breathing
• Severe open wound or severe laceration
• Hobbled to aid in treatment of an injury
• Extremely thin (body condition score <2 out of 5)
• Signs of dehydration
• Hernia impeding movement, causing pain or suffering, touches the ground when the 

animal stands, or has an open wound or infection
• Last 10% of gestation or has given birth during the preceding 48 hours
• Unhealed or infected navel
• Gangrenous udder
• Severe cancer eye
• Bloat with signs of discomfort/weakness
• Signs of exhaustion
• Other signs of weakness, illness, or injury indicating that it cannot be transported 

without suffering

COMPROMISED ANIMALS
TRANSPORT TO THE NEAREST PLACE 

(not through an auction or assembly yard)
• Bloat but no signs of discomfort or weakness
• Acute frostbite
• Blind in both eyes
• Not fully healed after a procedure
• Mild lameness (not meeting criteria under unfit)
• Deformity or fully healed amputation but no signs of pain
• Unhealed or acutely injured penis
• Minor rectal or vaginal prolapse
• Hobbled to prevent injury or undesired/dangerous behaviour (e.g.

kicking)
• Other signs of weakness, illness, or injury indicating that it has a 

reduced capacity to withstand transport

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
RREEQQUUIIRREEDD  FFOORR  CCOOMMPPRROOMMIISSEEDD  &&  UUNNFFIITT  

AANNIIMMAALLSS
• Individually loaded and unloaded without having to negotiate 

ramps inside the conveyance
• Isolated during transport. Compromised animals may be segregated 

with 1 familiar animal (if unlikely to result in injury or suffering for 
either animal) 

• Other preventative measures as needed (e.g. mitigate pain, protect 
from cold, prevent dehydration)IMPORTANT: Lactating cows must reach their final destination (or a suitable place 

for milking) before becoming engorged. Cows with mammary engorgement will be 
considered compromised or unfit. Options include milking to prevent engorgement, 
drying off, or shipping when their milk production has decreased. For more information, visit www.inspection.gc.ca/humane 


